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Access Alliance Pride Statement

“Tonight, citizens of Toronto — straight and gay, Black and white, immigrant and Canadian — have come
out to stand beside the gay community which is under attack.”

These were words spoken by gay activist Tim McCaskell on February 6th, 1981 at a rally protesting the
Bathhouse Raids, an event that led to the arrest of over 300 people citing charges of buggery, gross
indecency, and keeping a common bawdyhouse. These raids, part of Toronto Police Services’ ‘Operation
Soap’, were carried out to specifically target Toronto’s queer community and “clean up Yonge Street”. In
response to the raids, over 3,000 people took to the streets protesting this injustice and violence towards
the gay community. Referred to as “our Stonewall”, this was the mark of Toronto’s first Pride. However,
this was not the end of violence against queer and trans people within Toronto - far from it. If anything, in
2023 we are seeing as much backlash against the queer community as ever.

As a community health organization, Access Alliance is dedicated to the social determinants of health in
order to support Toronto's diverse communities, including 2SLGBTQ+ newcomers, to achieve health with
dignity. As part of this, we want to acknowledge the atrocities against the queer and trans communities
around the world, such as the Anti-Homosexuality Act in Uganda and the anti-trans and anti-drag
legislation in America, but also the acts of violence right here in Canada, such as legislators ruling against
student name changes, and school boards refusing to fly the Pride flag. We are seeing a return of the anti-
gay hysteria of the 1970s that is sliding back against years of activism and work by and for queer people to
feel safe within this country, within our city.

But amidst all of this, there is the ever burning light of resistance and hope. Throughout Toronto, we are
seeing marches and rallies calling for justice and safety. We have organizations, such as our very own,

that have programming dedicated to creating a space for our queer and trans community members. We
have places where they can meet people, where they can share their stories and get support as well as
celebrate. And where there are people, there is power, because in community there is healing. And with
healing, comes a strength great enough to rise up and make our voices heard.

Pride is a time of celebration, of reminding the world, and legislators especially, that we are queer, we are
Black, we are white, we are newcomers, we are settlers, we are Indigenous, we are racialized, we are
Here. And we don’t plan on going anywhere soon. Because in a world that calls for our deaths, just waking
up the next morning is an act of revolution. So let’s celebrate our lives, and fight for those of us who don’t
have even that guaranteed for them.
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